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Claim Amendments 

1. (currently amended) A distributed resource metering system for billing, comprising in 
combination: 

a billing component located on a billing client. whflrHP m hiHing t?li9Pt contain? a, 
ji.^p|^Y ^ ppr^hlP tn depict 5 ) .h^fantlallv rP.al tim«> hillinti data while rpreivMnp q ^Qrvjce from 9n 

entity ; and 

at least one billing server that monitors commiinication between thq billing client and 
pntih/ hv rpceiving a Resource Utilb atinn liodate from the billinp ComPPnePt- 

2. (original) The system of Claim 1. further comprising at least one database. 

3. (currently amended) The system of Claim 1, wherein the at least one billing client and the 
billing server are linked to a network. 

4. (original) The system of Claim 3. where in the network is a packet-switched network. 

5. (original) Ihe system of Claim 1. wherein the billing client is a device that is capable of 
accessing a network, and wherein the billing client is selected from the group consisting of a personal 
computer, a mobile phone, a wireless handheld device, and a packet-switched telephone. 

6. (canceled) 
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7. (currently amended) The system of Claim 1 [[6]], wherein the display contains a Graphical 
User Interface. 

8. (canceled) 

9. (currently amended) The system of Claim 1 ([6]], wherein the display depicts account data. 

la (currently amended) The system of Claim 1 mi wherein the display is operable to allow an 
end user to fund an account. 

11. (currently amended) The system of Claim 1, wherein the billing component contains software 
providing a communication means for the billing client and the at least one billing server. 

12. (original) The system of Claim 11, wherein the software is a Java applet. 

13. (originaO The system of Claim 1 1 , wherein the software Is encrypted. 

14. (original) The system of Claim 1 1 . wherein the at least one billing server transfers a latest 
version of the software onto the billing componerrt. 

15. (original) The system of Claim I. wherein the at least one billing server is an application 
server. 
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16. (orlgiiial) The system of Claim 1. wherein the at least one billing server is operable to provide 
application billing. 

17. (original) The system of Claim 1, wherein the at least one billing server comprises: 

a billing manager; and 
a service manager. 

18. (originaO The system of Claim 17, wherein the billing manager is operable to manage data 
between the billing client and at least one database. 

19. (original) The system of Claim 17, wherein the service manager consists of a collection 
containing a list of substantially all active end users. . 

20. (original) The system of Claim 17, wherein the service manager contains data identifying an 
end user, a type of service, a rate, an endpoint, and a duration. 

21. (canceled) 

22. (canceled) 

23. (currently amended) The system of Claim i l[22]], wherein the Resource Utilization Update 
contains substantially all data needed to populate a service manager. 
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24. (original) The system of Claim 1, wherein Hypertext Transfer Protocol provides a secured 
communication means for the billing client and the at least one billing server. 

25. (original) The system of Claim 1, wherein the at least one billing server includes a primary 
billing server and a secondary billing server. 

26. (original) The system of Claim 25. wherein the secondary billing server is substantially the 
same as the primary billing server. 

27. (original) The system of Claim 25, wherein the primary billing server and the secondary billing 
server are operable to access at least one database, 

28. (original) The system of Claim 25. wherein the billing client communicates with the secondary 
billing server when the primary billing server is unavailable. 

29. (original) The system of Claim 2, wherein the at least one database comprises: 

a rating database containing rate information; 
a presence database containing network connection information; 
an account database containing account information; and 
a service database containing service information. 

30. (currently amended) A distributed resource metering system for billing, comprising in 
combination: 
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a billing component located on a billing client, wherein the billing cfient contains a 
display operable to depict substantially real time billing data atfiilff receiving a service frqm an 



ent 

at least one billing server, wherein the billing component provides a secured 
communication means for the billing client and the at least one billing server, wherein the at 
least one billing server includes a billing manager and a service manager, and wherein the at 
least one billing server monitors communication between the billing client and »«ateway 
using ttr? ffntitvbv receiving a Resource Utilization Update frnmthP h|||jpB component; and 

at least one database, wherein the billing manager is operable to manage data 
between the billing client and the at least one database. 

31. (original) The system of Claim 30. wherein the billing client and the billing server are linked to 
a network. 

32. (original) The system of Claim 31 , wherein the network is a packet-switched network. 

33. (original) The system of Claim 30, wherein the billing client is a device that Is capable of 
accessing a network, and wherein the billing client is selected from the group consisting of a personal 
computer, a mobile phone, a wireless handheld device, and a packet-switched telephone. 

34. (original) The system of Claim 30, wherein the at least one billing server includes a primary 
billing server and a secondary billing server, and wherein the billing client communicates with the 
secondary bllfing server when the primary billing server Is unavailable. 
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35, (original) Ttie system of Claim 30, wherein the at least one database comprises: 

a rating database containing rate information; 
a presence database containing network connection Information; 
an account database containing account information; and 
a service database containing service information. 

36. (currently amended) A method for providing distributed resource metering for billing, 

comprising in combination: 

receiving sending a request for a service from a billing client to a b il ling sorver; 

querying at least one database; 
providing a status response to the [[a)l billing client; awd 
monitoring communication between the billing client and a g a toway an entity by 
receiving a R^pource Utillr ation Update from the billing client: and 

Biiovidlng substantially real timft billing data to the billing client during monitoring, 

37. (original) The method of Claim 36, further comprising terminating the service. 

38. (original) The method of Claim 36, wherein the request for the service is a serialized 
encrypted Java object 

39. (currentiy amended) The method of Claim 36, wherein communication botwoon tho bi i rrnc 
client and the billinc nrrrn-^— HyperText Transfer Protocol and Transmission Control 
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Protocol/Internet Protocol .Kf>fi to receiv <> the renuegt fo r sgryjce and provide thfi status 
rpcpn pgp and billi n g data to tlie billing client 

40. (currently amended) The method of Claim 36. whorointho bll l inc sotvor trancfers fucthgt 
rnmnrising transferring a latest version of software onto a billing component located on the billing 
client. 

41. (currently amended) The method of Claim 36. wherein the billing client uses [[thell a gateway 
to access Han th£ service. 

42. (original) The method of Claim 41 , wherein the service is accessed through a media channel, 
and wherein the media channel is selected from the group consisting of voice, video, instant 
messaging, Web browsing, and file downloading. 

43. (currently amended) The method of Claim 36, wherein t h o - billing scrvor vorifiPB fUEtbSt 
go rpnrislne verifying that the billing client is authorized to make the request for the service. 

44. (currently amended) The method of Claim 43, wherein authorization requires account funding 
for prei)aid accounts, and wherein an end user is operable to fund a prei)ald account, thereby 
allowing the bi lling sorvor to outhorizo anthnriration of the billing client. 

45. (currently amended) The method of Claim 36. whorointho bil li ng ccrvor providoc fuOllfil 
^^^ nr ^ rli^'"" providing gateway information to the billing client. 
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46. (canceled) 

47. (currently amended) The method of Claim M 11461], wherein the Resource Utilization Update 
contains substantially all data needed to populate a service manager. 

48. (currently amended) The method of Claim 36 [[461], wherein the Resource Utilization Update 
is a serialized Java object. 

49. (currently amended) The method of Claim 36, w t^ crdn the billine corvor malntai t w furfliec 
comprising maintalnlnfi a service manager. 

50. (original) The method of Claim 49. wherein the service manager contains data identifying an 
end user, a type of service, a rale, an endpoint, and a duration. 

51. (canceled) 

52. (original) The method of Claim 37, wherein the billing client terminates the service. 

53. (currently amended) The method of Claim 37, wherein the bill i ng corvor torminfltflfi the 
service is terminated when an end user account is substantially zero. 
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54. (currently amended) The method of Claim 37, wherein the bil li ng oorvor term i nates the 
service is terminated when the billing client stops transmitting U KaD Resource Utilization Update. 

55. (currently amended) The method of Claim 37, where i n tho billinc r , Drvor may trnn^fe f msL 
.nn.nri.in^ transferring data from a service manager to at least one database substantially after 
terminating the service. 

56. (originaD The method of Claim 36. further comprising generating a bill for the service. 

57. (original) The method of Claim 56, wherein the bill for service provides application billing. 

58. (currently amended) A method of providing real time billing data, comprising in combination: 

downloading a billing component onto a billing client; 

monitoring communication between the billing client and angther entltY t)Y fePeiVlPR a 
R^sniirce Utiliz?»tinn Update fro m the billing client a gotoway , and 

updating billing data on a display substantially in real time riiirinp monitprlnfi, wherein 
the display is located on [[all the billing client. 

59. (original) The method of Claim 58, wherein the billing component Is a Java applet. 

6a (original) The method of Claim 58. wherein the billing client is a device that is capable of 
accessing a network, and wherein the billing client is selected from the group consisting of a personal 
computer, a mobile phone, a wireless handheld device, and a packet-switched telephone. 
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61. (canceled) 

62. (original) The method of Claim 58. wherein the display contains a Graphical User Interface. 

63. (original) The method of Claim 58, wherein the display is operable to allow an end user to 
fund an account. 

64. (currently amended) A system for providing distributed resource metering for billing, 

comprising in combination: 

a means for sendrng receiving a request for a service fmm a billing client te^^Mfeg 

a means for querying at least one database; 
a means for providing a status response to I[alJ the billing client; and 
a means for monitoring communication between the billing client and a-gateway an 
polit y hy receiving a Rftsource Uti li7atinn Update from the billing client: and 

a means for pro^Hing siibstanti? >iK/ r^ai time billinP data to the billing client the 

monitoring. 
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